Crowd-Compellers

have captured a majority of the voters and he would have
been enabled, in consequence of the force of his own domi-
nant personality, to impose his will upon the whole country.
The crowd-compeller does not listen for public opinion
that he may guide his steps by it; on the contrary he is
more likely to resemble the Claverhouse of Sir Walter
Scott, whom he described as "profound in politics and
" imbued, of course, with that disregard for individual
"rights which its intrigues usually generate." The crowd-
compeller forces the public to adopt his opinion; he
makes that to be public opinion. His own energy of na-
ture impels him to project himself upon the crowd, to
realise himself in its larger life, to make it incorporate him,
to make his brain the centre and originating power of its
brainless body. Nor is there any limit to the human
area within which he desires to reign. Instinct impels
him to impregnate everybody with his views. He must
go forward conquering and to conquer as long as his
own individual life lasts. Nor does that suffice him, but
he must, as far as he can, so organise the crowd which he
forms as to make it incorporate his policy and continue to
pursue it long after his own physical presence has vanished.
It is thus that in the past men have first made themselves
kings, and then have founded dynasties, which lasted as
long as the original impulse continued, or till some great
successor arose to infuse new life into the old ideal or
replace it by a new one. The business of the historian,
therefore, is not merely to trace the ideal or crowd-mind
from age to age operating on the individual, but to observe
the individual mind expressed in the crowd. Public
opinion is never the opinion of the average man, for there
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